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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, DON DUNSTAN, TO 1976 A.L.P. CONVENTION, 
TRADES HALL, ADELAIDE„ 13„6„76 
Mro President, Delegates : 
This Conference is being held at a time when we can review the very 
real gains made by the Labor Movement in South Australia since 1970» 
We have improved conditions of work and pay for government employees 
and for the whole community„ We've introduced a spate of 'industrial 
legislation and improved workers compensation to the best provisions 
anywhere. All of the workers in this hall know the advances we have 
made in the conditions of service for all employees in South 
Australia, We've improved the Government services to the community 
from the worst in Australia to the best. As a result, South 
Australia now has the best schools, the. best health and hospitals, 
the best welfare services of anywhere in Australia. We've protected 
consumers through a spate of consumer protection legislation which 
means that we have the best consumer protection laws not only of 
Australia, but of anywhere in the worldo 
We have been able to achieve all those important reforms in spite of 
great difficulties but don't let anybody in this hall think our 
achievements are not in danger,. The fact is that those gains that 
we have made can be undone just as the gains of the Federal Lah,or 
Government are being undone by Malcolm Fraser. 
Fraser today is setting the clock back. Under the Federal Labor 
Government there was a transfer of an additional 6 percent of 
national income to wage and salary earners: Fraser is out to see 
that it's transferred back to the wealthiest of investors who pay 
the money to keep the Liberal Party going0 
And he's out tn do it in this way. He's out to see to it that the 
policy by which the Labor Party had been able to affect the whole 
course of politics since the war and since the Chifley Government, 
the policy of full employment, is completely discardedo Fraser's 
policy today is to reduce public expenditure, reduce employment in 
the public sector, and to get rid of, as far as he can, anything which 
employs people through the expenditure of government money. This will 
drastically increase unemployment, in the name of .reducing competition 
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for resources between the public sector arid the private sector in 
order to create pressure for lowering of wages and conditions in the 
private sector. 
He makes no bones about it: He told us that in frank terms at the 
Premiers' Conference last week. Now, he's out to do that and he's 
out to demolish all the other things that he promised to maintain, 
such as wage indexation, Medibank, school services and community 
welfare and the like,, 
We are under the same threat here in 5outh Australia. At the last 
state electl on we won, but we won by the skin of our teeth. That 
wasn't exactly the fault of the Labor Party in South Australia but 
nevertheless we were faced then with the position that the Government 
had to carry on without a majority in either House of the Parliament,, 
At the moment, the Liberals are desperate to see to it that they 
bring us undone, that they get rid of the Labor Government in South 
Australia. 
Make no mistake, if they are able by some device to see to it that the 
Labor Government is defeated on the floor of the House, then they will 
set about undoing the things that we've been able to achieve in South 
Australia. They've made it quite clear what their attitude is to union 
membership. They've made it quite clear what they're going to do about 
wages. They've made it quits clear that they propose to reduce"workers 
compensation to 85 percent payment instead of payment of full wages 
when you are on compo. They propose to get rid of the improvements 
we have made in the conditions of workers in 5outh Australia. They 
will endeavour to interfere with the Constitution anyway they can and 
they will reduce the services which we have been able to establish in 
South Australia and put us back to the kind of standards that they had 
under the Playford Government. 
Now that's what we're faced with and let us not think that it is not 
a real threat. The Liberal Party today is better organised, better 
funded, better professionally served than at any time in its history. 
We are not dealing now with opponents who used to have the sort of 
bumbling administration that used to exist when Reg Wilson was the 
secretary up there. We're dealing with a very different organisation. 
We have had a look at what happened at the last state election: We 
called a snap election - it was on short notice - but within one day 
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they were on television with their advertisements. They have got them 
in the can now arid •'-.hey're updating them every month. They can spend 
the money - they have got vastly more money than we have - and they 
have got an organisation which employs more professional people in it 
than the Labor Party employs in the whole of Australia. And they're 
ready tc go. What we have to oppose them with is our dedication and 
cur unity. 
. We are faced with the fact that the Liberals now have set but to 
deal with their part-time paramours, the Liberal Movement, and they've 
got themselves together in some kind, of entente. Precisely how Mr. 
Steele Hall and Mr. Boundy and the others who said such bitter things 
about the Liberal Pc.-.rty - its lack of principle and lack of personali-
ties with any principle - how they can be together with these people 
anymore it's a little difficult tc see, but they're doing it. They're 
endeavouring to present a public facade of unity, however unreal that 
unity may be. But. they're going to do it professionally and that's a 
fact we have to takn account of. 
In these circumstances we cannot falter. The Labor Party in South 
Australia now has the chence to take the further steps necessary to 
extend to the whole of society the democratic principles for which we 
have fought since cur beginnings and to lead the social democratic 
world in doing it. . 
But that means that we have got to stay united. We have got to work 
like we've never worked before. We have got to see to it that in 
every area of the Party we are matching the best of social democratic 
organisation in the world: We're not doing it at the moment. In 
Austria, which until now has been the centre of social democratic 
organisation in the world, their party organisation is vastly better 
than ours and it's vastly better because the sub branch membership is 
enormous and that sub branch membership is obtained by the work of 
voluntary workers. It's not just the work of the professionals in the 
party office, it's the voluntary workers and they are the basis of 
-party, finance. Wot the trade unions, but the party membership in 
branches and every party member pays 4 percent of his income to the 
Party. (Well that happens with Parliamentarians here but we haven't 
been able to manage it otherwise). 
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But the fact is thai WFJ are not yet at the level of voluntary 
organisation in South Australia that WR could achieve. In addition 
we've got to see to it that all the time we maintain the maximum 
concensus and support we can, The danger for the Labor Party in this 
situation, the danger for the future of our policies is lack of unity. 
We cannot afford the luxury of division, of faction, of simply saying, 
we'll ignore some particular section of the community, some particular 
section of Party support we might be able to bring to the Party. We 
can't afford thai. „ 
We 1 v got to stay together and to unite to the Party every sector of 
support we can get* That is absolutely vital. If we do that we'll win 
through. But right at the moment we're on a knife-edge. 
In the South Australian Parliament if a member goes missing, we've got 
to prorogue the House. We've got to see to it that we maintain our 
situation until such time as it is proper to go to an election after' 
the redistribution has been brought in.. But then let us not think that 
the redistribution is going to provide us with an easy road back to 
government. It won't. While it is true that there won't be the 
weighting to the Liberal Party there was previously, the redistribution 
will mean that there are very many more marginal seats. We've got to 
be out there to win them. The only way we can win them is by effective, 
continual organisation and unity in organisation and purpose. If we 
do that we'll win: We will keep South Australia as the leader of the 
Labor and social democratic movement in this part of the world and a 
significant influence on social democracy throughout the world. 
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TRADES HALL, ADELAIDE. ' 13.6.76 
Mr. President, Delegates : 
This Conference is being held at a time when we can review the very 
real gains made by the Labor Movement in South Australia since-1970. 
We have improved conditions of work and pay for government employees 
and for the whole community. We've introduced a spate of industrial 
legislation and improved workers compensation to the best provisions 
anywhere. All of the workers in this hall know the advances we have 
made in the conditions of service for all employees in South 
Australia. We've improved the Government services to the community 
from the worst in Australia to the best. As a result, South 
Australia now has the best schools, the .b.est health and hospitals,' 
the best welfare services of anywhere in Australia. We've protected 
consumers through a spate of consumer protection legislation which 
means that we have the best consumer protection laws not only of 
Australia, but of anywhere in the world. . 
We have been able to achieve all those important reforms in spite of 
great difficulties but^don't let anybody in this hall think our • 
achievements are^not in danger. The fact is that those gains that 
we have made can b,e' undone just as the gains of the Federal LaUor 
Government are being undone by Malcolm Fraser. • 
Fraser today is setting the clock back. ' Under the Federal Labor 
Government there was a transfer of an additional 6 percent of 
national income.to wage and salary earners! Fraser is out to see 
that it's transferred back to the wealthiest of investors who pay 
the money, to keep the Liberal Party going. 
And he's out to do it in this way. He's out to see to it that the 
policy by which the Labor Party had been able to affect the whole 
course of politics since the war and since the Chifley Government, 
the policy of full employment, is completely discarded. Fraser's 
policy today is to reduce public expenditure,, reduce employment in 
the public sector, and to get rid of, as far as he can, anything which 
employs people through the expenditure of government money. This will 
drastically increase unemployment, in the name of reducing competition 
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for resources between the public sector and the private sector in 
order to create pressure for lowering of/wages and conditions in the 
private sector. 
He makes no bones about its He told us that in frank terms at the 
Premiers' Conference last week. Now, he's out to do .that and he's 
out to demolish all the other things that he promised to maintain, 
such as wage indexation, Medibank, school services and community 
welfare and the like. 
We are under the same threat here in South Australia. . At the last 
state election we won, but we won by the skin of our teeth. That 
wasn't exactly the fault of the Labor Party in South Australia but 
nevertheless we were faced then with the position that the Government 
had to carry on without a majority in either House of the Parliament. 
At the moment, the Liberals are desperate to see to it that they 
bring us undone, that they get rid of the Labor Government in South 
Aus tralia. 
Make no mistake, if they are able by some device to see to it that the 
Labor Government is defeated on the floor of the House, then they will 
set about undoing the things that we've been able to achieve in South 
Australia. They've made it quite clear what their attitude is to union 
membership. They've made it quite clear what they're going to do about 
wages. They've made it quite clear that they propose to reduce"workers 
compensation to 85 percent payment instead of payment of full wages 
when you are on compo. They propose to get rid of the improvements 
we have made in the conditions of workers in South Australia. They 
will endeavour to interfere with the Constitution anyway they can and 
they will reduce the services which we have been able to establish in' 
South Australia and put us back to the kind of standards that they had 
under the Playford Government. 
Now that's what we're faced with and let us not think that it ia not 
a real threat. The Liberal Party today is better organised, better 
funded, better professionally served than at any time in its history. 
We are not dealing now with opponents who used to have the sort of 
bumbling administration that used to exist when Reg Wilson was the 
secretary up there. We're dealing with a very different organisation. 
We have had a look at what happened at the last state election: We 
called a snap election - it was on short notice - but within one day 
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they were on television with their advertisements. They have got them 
in the can now and they're updating them every month. They can spend 
the money - they have got vastly more money than we have - and they 
have got an organisation which employs more professional people in it 
than the Labor Party employs in the whole of Australia. And they're 
ready to go. What we have to oppose them with is our dedication and 
our unity. * 
We are faced with the fact that the Liberals now have set but to 
deal with their part-time paramours, the Liberal Movement, and they've 
got themselves together in some kind of entente. Precisely how Mr. 
Steele Hall and Mr. Boundy and the others who said such bitter things 
about the Liberal Party - its lack of principle and lack of personali-
ties with any principle - how they can be together with these people 
anymore it's a little difficult to see, but they're doing it. They're 
endeavouring to present a public facade of unity, however unreal that 
unity may be. But they're going to do it professionally and that's a 
fact we have to take account of. -
'In these circumstances we cannot falter. The Labor Party in South 
Australia now has the chance to take the further steps necessary to 
extend to the whole of society the democratic principles for which we 
have fought since our beginnings and to lead the social democratic 
world in doing it. ' ' ' % 
But that means that we have got to stay united. We have got to work 
like we've never worked before. .We have got to see to it that in 
every area of the Party we are matching the best of social democratic 
organisation in the world: We're not doing it at the moment. In 
Austria, which until now has been the centre of social democratic 
organisation in the world, their party organisation is vastly better 
than ours and it's vastly better because the sub branch membership is 
enormous and that sub branch membership is obtained by the work of 
voluntary workers. It's not just the work of the professionals in the 
party office, it's the voluntary workers and they are the basis of 
-party finance. Not the trade unions, but the party membership in 
branches and every party member pays 4 percent of his income to the 
Party. (Well that happens with Parliamentarians here but we haven't 
been able-,to manage it otherwise). 
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But the fact is that we are not yet at the level of voluntary 
organisation in South Australia that we could achieve. In addition 
we've got to see to it that all the time we maintain the maximum 
concensus and support we can. The danger for the Labor Party in this 
situation, the danger for the future of our policies is lack of unity. 
We cannot afford the luxury of division, of faction, of simply saying» 
we'll ignore some particular section of the community, some particular 
section of Party support we might be able to bring to the Party, We 
can't afford that. . ' 
We've got to stay together and to unite to the Party every sector of 
support we can get. That is absolutely vital. If we do that we'll win 
through. But right at the moment we're on a knife-edge. 
In the South Australian Parliament if a member goes missing, we've got 
to prorogue the House. We've got to see to it that we maintain our 
situation until such time as it is proper to go to an election after 
the redistribution has been brought in. But then let us not think that 
the redistribution is going to provide us with an easy road back to 
government. It won't. While it is true that there won't be the 
weighting to the Liberal Party there was previously, the redistribution 
will mean that there are very many more marginal seats. We've got to 
be out there to win them. The only way we can win them is by effective, 
continual organisation and unity in organisation and purpose. If we 
« 
do that we'll win: We will keep South Australia as the leader of the 
Labor and social democratic movement in this part of the world and a 
significant influence on social democracy throughout the worldo 
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TRADES HALL, ADELAIDE. 13.6.76 
Mr. President, Delegates : 
This Conference is being held at a time when we can review the very 
real gains made by the Labor Movement in South Australia since—1970. 
We have improved conditions of work and pay for government employees 
and for the whole community. We've introduced a spate of industrial 
legislation and improved workers compensation to the best provisions 
anywhere. All of the workers in this hall know the advances we have 
made in the conditions of service for all employees in South 
Australia. We've improved the Government services to the community 
from the worst in Australia to the best. As a result, South 
Australia now has the best schools, the best health and hospitals, 
the best welfare services of anywhere in Australia. . We've protected 
consumers through a spate of consumer protection legislation which 
means that we have the best consumer protection laws not only of 
Australia, but of anywhere in the world. ' . 
We have been able to achieve all those important reforms in spite of 
great difficulties but don't let anybody in this hall think our 
achievements are not in danger. The fact is that those gains that 
we have made can be undone just as the gains of the Federal Lat^or 
Government are being undone by Malcolm Fraser. 
Fraser today is setting the clock back. Under the Federal Labor 
Government there was a transfer of an additional 6 percent of 
national income to wage and salary earners: Fraser is out to see 
that it's transferred back to the wealthiest of investors who pay 
the money to keep the Liberal Party going. 
And he's out to do it In this way. He's out to see to it that the 
policy by which the Labor Party had been able to affect the whole 
course of politics since the war and since the Chifley Government, 
the policy of full employment, is completely discarded. Fraser's 
policy today is to reduce public expenditure, reduce employment in 
the public sector, and to get rid of, as far as he can, anything which 
employs people through the expenditure of government money. This will 
* # Y ' 
drastically increase unemployment, in the name of reducing competition 
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' for resources between the public sector and the private sector in 
order to create pressure for lowering of. wages and conditions in the 
private sector. 
He makes no bones about it: He told us that in frank terms at the 
Premiers' Conference last week. Now, he's qut to do that and he's 
out to demolish all the other things that he promised to maintain, 
such as wage indexation, Medibank, school services and community 
welfare and the like. , 
We are under the same threat here in South Australia. At the last 
state election we won, but we won by the 6kin of our teeth. That 
wasn't exactly the fault of the Labor Party in South Australia but 
nevertheless we were faced then with the position that the Government 
had to carry on without a majority in either House of the Parliament. 
At the moment, the Liberals are desperate to see to it that they 
bring us undone, that they get rid of the Labor Government in South 
Australia. 
Make no mistake, if they are able by some device to see to it that the 
Labor Government is defeated on the floor of the House, then they will 
set about undoing the things that we've been able to achieve in South 
Australia. They've made it quite clear what their attitude is to union 
membership. They've made it quite clear what they're going to do about 
wages. They've made it quite clear that they propose to reduce"workers 
compensation to 85 percent payment instead of payment of full wages 
when you are on compo. They propose to get rid of the improvements 
we have made in the conditions of workers in South Australia. They 
will endeavour to interfere with the Constitution anyway they can and 
they will reduce the services which we have been able to establish in' 
South Australia and put us back to the kind of standards that they had 
under the Playford Government. s 
Now that's what we're faced with and let us not think that it is not 
a real threat. The Liberal Party today is better organised, better 
funded, better professionally served than at any time in its history. 
We are not dealing now with opponents who used to have the sort of 
bumbling administration that used to exist when Reg Wilson was the 
secretary up there. We're dealing with a very different organisation. 
We have had a look at what happened at the last state election: We 
called a snap election - it was on short notice - but within one day 
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they were on television with their advertisements. They have got them 
in the can now and they're updating them every month. They car) spend 
the money - they have got vastly mor£ money than we have - and they 
have got an organisation which employs more professional people in it 
than the Labor Party employs in the whole of Australia. And they're 
ready to go. What we have to oppose them with is our dedication and 
our unity. 
We are faced with the fact that the Liberals now have set but to 
deal with their part-time paramours, the Liberal Movement, and they've 
got themselves together in some kind of entente. Precisely how Mr. 
Steele Hall and Mr. Boundy and the others who said such bitter things 
about the Liberal Party - its lack of principle and lack of personali-
ties with any principle - how they can be together with these people 
anymore it's a little difficult to see, but they're doing it. They're 
endeavouring to present a public facade of unity, however unreal that 
unity may be. But they're going to do it professionally and that's a 
fact we have to take account of. 
In these circumstances we cannot falter. The Labor Party in South 
Australia now has the chence to take the further steps necessary to . 
extend to the whole of society the democratic principles for which we 
have fought since our beginnings and to lead the social democratic 
world in doing it. » . 
But that means that we have got to stay united. We have got to work 
like we've never worked before. We have got to see to it that in 
every area of the Party we are matching the best of social democratic 
organisation in the world: We're not doing it at the moment. In' 
Austria, which until now has been the centre of social democratic 
organisation in the world, their party organisation is vastly better 
than ours and it's vastly better because the sub branch membership is 
enormous and that sub branch membership is obtained by the work of 
voluntary workers. It's not just the work of the professionals in the 
party office, it's the voluntary workers and they are the basis of 
-party finance. Not the trade unions, but the party membership in 
branches and every party member pays 4 percent of his income to the 
Party. (Well that happens with Parliamentarians here but we haven't 
been able,,to manage it otherwise). • , • '• 
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But the fact is that we are riot yet at the level of voluntary 
organisation in South Australia that We could achieve,, In addition 
we've got to see to it that all the time we maintain the maximum 
concensus and support we can. The danger for the Labor Party in this 
situation, the danger for the future of our policies is lack of unity. 
We cannot afford the luxury of division, of faction, of simply saying, 
we'll ignore some particular section of the community, some particular 
section of Party support we might be able to bring to the Party. We 
can't afford that. 
We've got to stay together and to unite to the Party every sector of 
support we can get. That is absolutely vital. If we do that we'll win 
through. But right at the moment we're on a knife-edge. 
In the South Australian Parliament if a member goes missing, we've got 
to prorogue the House. We've got to see to it that we maintain our 
situation until such time as it is proper to go to an election after 
the redistribution has been brought in. But then let us not think that 
the redistribution is going to provide us with an easy road back to-
government. It won't. While it is true that there won't be the 
weighting to the Liberal Party there was previously, the redistribution 
will mean that there are very many more marginal seats. We've got to 
be out there to win them. The only way we can win them is by effective, 
continual organisation and unity in organisation and purpose. If we 
do that we'll win: We will keep South Australia as the leader of the 
Labor and social democratic movement in this part of the world and a 
significant influence on social democracy throughout the world. 
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